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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO L-03 CIAE-00 PM-05 INR-10 ACDA-12 
NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 SP-02 ICA-11 TRSE-00 DODE-OO 
H-01 NSC-05 OMB-01 /079 W 

012459 220948Z/10 

R211517Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4401 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY PRIS 
USMISSION USNATO 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 13473 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PMIL MI 

SUBJECT: MALTESE NEUTRALITY GUARANTEE 

REF: STATE 184410 

WE DISCUSSED LEGAL ASPECT OF GUARANTEE PROVIDED REFTEL WITH 
MFA DIRECTOR OF WESTERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS MANNO JULY 21. MANNO 
SAID THAT WHILE ITALIANS DO NOT WISH TO REOPEN DISCUSSION OF 
EXCLUSION OF MILITARY VESSELS FROM MALTESE SHIPYARDS, THEY WOULD 
BE WILLING TO CONSIDER CHANGE IN LANGUAGE IF MALTESE REQUEST IT. 

HE ADDED THAT SOME OTHER CHANGES IN TEXT OF GUARANTEE ARE BEING 
PROPOSED SO THAT A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF RENEGOTIATION IS IN PROS- 
PECT IN ANY CASE. MANNO CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT IALIANS 
INTEND TO RESPOND TO BRITISH APPROACHALONG SIMILARL LINES. 

GARDNER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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